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EastLink Press Release 

CRTC Approves EastLink Purchase of SHAW's Nova Scotia Systems 

July 30, 2001 

Halifax, NS - EastLink, the only fully Maritime-owned communication and entertainment provider, is pleased to 
announce that the Canadian Radio-Television and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC) has approved its offer 
to purchase SHAW Communications Inc.'s Nova Scotia cable systems. In May 2001, the two companies reached an 
agreement through which EastLink, already the sixth largest cable provider in Canada, would provide service to the 
80,000 subscribers throughout Dartmouth, Bedford, Sackville, New Minas, Kentville and Digby currently served by 
SHAW. With Friday's CRTC approval, EastLink will serve more than 240,000 customers throughout Nova Scotia, 
Prince Edward Island and New Brunswick. EastLink expects that September 1st will be the transition date with 
SHAW. 

Lee Bragg, Co-Chief Executive Officer of EastLink, said the transition will be a smooth one for both former SHAW 
customers and employees, adding that the company looks forward to making significant investments in its newly 
acquired cable systems in the next six to 24 months. 

"We're very excited about the purchase and what it will mean for subscribers," said Bragg. "As we upgrade our 
technical infrastructure in the coming months, we'll be able to expand the range of leading-edge communication and 
entertainment services that we offer." 

Within the past year, EastLink has launched its Digital Cable service in more than a dozen markets throughout Nova 
Scotia and Prince Edward Island, has expanded both its Residential and Business High Speed Internet offerings into 
new regions, and has rolled out its highly successful local Telephone service beyond the Halifax area into 
Bridgewater, Truro and Charlottetown. Customers in these markets also enjoy the tremendous value and 
convenience of EastLink's full-service Bundles 

When they bundle their Cable, High Speed Internet and local Telephone service on a single bill, EastLink customers 
can save up to $300 a year. Bragg said that, as upgrades are completed and additional services are rolled out, the 
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company will be able to offer these full-service bundling options to new markets. In the meantime, it will work 
towards offering its popular Watch & Surf Bundle and Digital Cable packages to former SHAW subscribers following 
completion of the transition process. 

Bragg emphasized that EastLink is working to make the transition a positive, hassle-free experience for all former 
SHAW customers. The company will welcome its new subscribers and answer potential questions on its Website as 
well as through bill messaging. Customers can also continue to phone their existing SHAW customer service 
telephone number should they have additional questions 

With a net price of $220 million, the SHAW purchase clearly reflects EastLink's commitment to continued growth. 
"Our goal is to consistently provide our subscribers in Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island and New Brunswick with 
new state-of-the-art communication and entertainment options in conjunction with exceptional customer service," 
said Bragg. "We look forward to welcoming all of our new customers and are confident that they'll be pleased by the 
high level of quality and service that they receive from EastLink." 

Media / Business Inquiries: 

Lee Bragg  
Co-Chief Executive Officer  
Tel: (902) 484-2800  
Fax: (902) 453-2118 

"EastLink is Maritime owned and operated, providing a range of communication, entertainment & advertising 
services to business and residential customers across the Maritimes. EastLink is headquartered in Halifax, Nova 
Scotia." 
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